(1 to 25) (9 to 12) [3] [4] [5] [6] (1 to 6) (4 to 9) (1 to 6) [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] (3 to 9) (1 to 9) 6-2 (4 to 10) (10 to 15) (Mellish & Baker, 1970; Overstreet & Adams, 1971; Baker & Degen, 1972) and may be used in combination with that or other techniques for sperm marking.
A method which allows critical evaluation of the penetrability and fertiliz¬ ability of egg populations exposed to an identical environment can be of signifi¬ cant value for investigation of many aspects of fertilization which at present remain unclear. These include such problems as the existence of chemotaxis between mammalian gametes (Dickmann, 1963) , the rôle of the egg vestments in promoting fertilization, and the factors underlying the species specificity of sperm-egg interaction. This method also provides a means for evaluating the response of the ovum and its vestments to treatment with specific enzymes or antisera, as well as to procedures for gamete preservation and storage. Further studies are being carried out in this laboratory at the present time and will be reported in detail elsewhere.
